A practical review of the Glasgow Coma Scale and Score.
Since the Glasgow Coma Scale was introduced in 1974,(1) it has become the most common method of describing a patient's level of consciousness. However, despite its almost universal use, there remain a number of misunderstandings, particularly regarding the appropriate situations in which to use the Glasgow Coma Score rather than the Scale, and also in the correct way to elicit and record the motor responses. This article, aimed at non-neurosurgeons, addresses these problems, and provides a reference for those wishing to learn or teach the Glasgow Coma Scale and Score.